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Here we go!! 
 Personal Statements 
 CV’s 
 Away rotations/LOR 
 Interviews 
 Rank order lists 
 SOAP 
 Lets end on a happy note! 



Personal statements 
 Why medicine, why surgery, and how you will be an 

asset to your specialty 
 250-500 words 
 Memorable for the RIGHT reasons 
 It is a statement, not a story 
 Don’t repeat CV in PS 



Curriculum Vitae 
 2 pages 
 Simple font 
 No color 
 Always include interests 
 Correct format-research/publications 
 Eye appeal/spacing 



Away Rotations/LOR 
 Have the visiting students meet with PD/RC 

 First contact 
 What are they like? 
 Good fit? 
 They will want a LOR 

 As will home students..  
 Good time for the RC to meet them too 

 Usually doing away as an audition rotation 
 Work with student coordinator 

 Have a plan 

 



Interview Process 
 Do multiple mock interviews 
 Have sample questions 
 Watch students body language 

 Nervous laugh? 
 Shake their leg? 
 Swivel in chair? 



Interview Questions 
Questions to be Prepared for: 
Tell me why you decided on _______ as a career? 
Why are you interested in our program? 
What are you looking for in a program? 
Why should we rank you? 
What can you add to our program?  
What can I tell you about our program? 
Are you planning on doing a fellowship?  
Are you planning to go into academics or private 
practice (or what?)  
Tell me about yourself. 
What was your class rank?   
Tell me about your ____ clerkship. 
What grade did you earn in that clerkship? 
Where else are you applying?   
Can you give me an example of when you showed 
integrity? 
What do you like about our program? 
What’s been your favorite (or challenging) part of 
medical school? 
Where do you see yourself ten years from now? 
What are your goals for the next year? 

 

What makes you happy? 
What makes you angry? 
How do you respond to stress? 
Who are your heroes? 
If you weren’t entering a career in medicine, what 
would you be doing? 
Explain your performance in ____? 
Explain your remediation of _______? 
Explain your board scores. 
What was the last book you read and when?  
What do you do for fun? 
What are you passionate about? 
How have you contributed to your community? 
What volunteer activities are you involved in? 
Tell me about your research. 
Tell me about your honors/awards. 
What are your strengths and weaknesses? 
Who is the most important person in your residency? 
Why do you think you didn’t match last year? 
Why are you a better candidate this year? 
What can I do for you 





Post Interview Contact? 
 Students would like to 

know the rules. 
 Are you going to contact 

them after interview? 
 Does it help for them to 

send a letter with rank?  
 Can they ask ? 

 

 Do you want a thank you 
note?  Does it make a 
difference at rank 
meeting? 

 If thank you acceptable--
Email/postcard? 

 How should it be 
addressed? 

 Students would like to 
know the rules. 



Rank Order List  
 Location 
 Commute 
 Faculty 
 Residents 
 Night Float/Call 
 Community/Academic 
 Respect 
 Warmth/Gut feeling 
 Specialties 



SOAP 
 
 
 
 
 

Supplemental Offer and 
Acceptance Program 

 Think more fair.. 
 Most helpful to programs 
 Student feels helpless 
 Difficult situation 
 More unmatched students 

this year than ever before 
 Not as many prelim gen surg 

spots this year 
 Very stressful 





Rank Order List Fun 
 Quick decisions 
 What is most appealing? 
 Don’t give them time to think 
 What is most important? 

 
 Now lets have fun! 
 





GRACE 



FAITH 



Cracker 



LEYLA 







EVIE 



Scully 











http://www.gettyimages.com/detail/photo/sun-above-rolling-landscape-high-res-stock-photography/087110-002




Chocolate 



Wine 



Cardinal 
 Baseball 



MU Basketball 





Thank you! 
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