
A CAREER IS A JOURNEY, 
NOT A DESTINATION





Original Plan:



Reality Strikes



Technical Writing: Only fun if you’re in jail and have 
nothing better to do.



 No Program Coordinators
 PD’s secretary did everything



First Real Job



Jason Bodzin, MD, FACS



1st Residency Coordinator 1983





 Work with passion

 Work to improve the quality of lives of others

 The significance of inclusion…of having a seat at 
the table

 The person most likely to have your back is 
frequently the person you would least expect



Asst, then Assoc 
Professor, MSU

Director Undergrad 
Surgical Education

Masters in Higher & Adult EducationResidency 
Coordinator

PhD in 
Higher & Adult Education

Professor, & 
Clerkship Director, 

Univ of Texas, 
Houston

President 
Association for 

Surgical Education

Educational 
Specialist, MSU



SERF Director
Consultant

Professor, Vice Chair
Univ of Nebraska

Hmmmmmmmm



Residency
Administrator

Gate Keeper



To the residents, you’re a super hero



Peter: “We don’t get to do many heroic things as an adult”

Lucy: “You give up your seat every day on the train”

Peter:  “Well…that’s not heroic”

Lucy: “It is to the person who sits in it”



To the world you may 
be one person, but to 
one person you are the 
world.

Bill Wilson







“Failing to consistently meet patients’ needs has a profound 
impact on physician wellbeing—this is the crux of moral injury”

Talbot & Dean







Memorable residents along the way



Memorable residents along the way

Jesuit Priest & General 
Surgery Resident
Memorable Quote from 
Saturday Morning M&M 
following Friday night call:
“In last night’s hit parade of 
human carnage”



Jeff Gauvin, MD
Program Director 
Cottage Hospital

Susan Emmerson, MD
Artist, Boston

Sasha Adams, MD
Program Director
UT‐Houston

Adrian Dan, MD
NEO Med

Roxie Albrecht, MD
Trauma Director
U Oklahoma

Rob Fanelli, MD
MIS Director
Guthrie Hospital

Rich Kaufmann, MD
Retired VA Admin



HUMORUnwitting 
Accomplice





Killed in traffic accident 
during 1st year of Anesthesia

Died of AIDS 







Don’t just get involved. Fight for your seat at the 
table. Better yet fight to be at the head of the table





You can always tell who the 
strong women (and men) are.

They are the ones building 
each other up, instead of  
tearing each other down.



“Just because some people are fueled by drama, 
doesn’t mean you have to attend the performance”






